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Adoptionists professed to deny that they were
Nestorians, that is, that they divided Christ into
two Persons; but it was urged against them that
if they did not divide Christ into two persons,
their theory did,, when it was pressed to its neces-
sary consequence. That is the history of the
origin of many of the heresies.

Various measures had been taken against the
heresy of the Adoptionists,, both by Karl and by
the Pope, Adrian. In course of time Karl sent
the treatise of Felix to Alcuin, who was at the
time in England, and Alcuin returned to France,
never again to visit his native country. Simeon
of Durham tells us that the English bishops made
him their representative for the refutation of Felix.
As such, probably, in part, but also by the special
wish of Karl, he attended the Council of Frankfort
in 794, and though only a deacon, argued against
Felix. Felix was condemned. Alcuinjs argument
was at Karl's request or command developed into
a treatise in seven books; and he wrote also a
treatise in three books against Elipandus,

We have these ten books. They fill 220 very
closely printed columns in Migne^s series. The
books against Felix are among the best and most
independent of Alcuin's dogmatic work.

This by no means ended the matter. In the
year 798 Karl sent to Alcuin a treatise by Felix,
which he desired Alcuin to refute. Alcuin's reply
has been the subject of so much controversy that
it will be well to give it as literally as possible.
The point is, the place assigned to the Pope as
a judge of doctrine. I only quote that part of the
very long letter.